
RISBOROUGH AREA COMMUNITY BUS 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RISBOROUGH AREA COMMUNITY BUS 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON  ZOOM 

11 May 2021 at 2:00pm 
 
Present: Mr P Johnson  Chairman 
  Mrs J Carmichael  Treasurer 
  Mrs D Goodchild  Coordinator 
  Mr C Boyce 
  Mrs G Seels 

Mr R Barnard 
Mr I Firth 
Mr R Stevenson 
Mr M Thomas 
 
Mr R Page   Chairman of Trustees (in attendance) 
Mr M Maultby  Trustee (In attendance) 
 

Apologies: Mr J Hughes 

Mr J Stevens 
Mrs B Willett 

 
1. Introduction 
 
The Chairman welcomed all present. 
 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the last Management Committee meeting held on 25 January 2021 
were accepted.   
 
The Chairman noted that because the current bus had not been on scheduled 
service since March last year and clocked up little mileage, there was now no 
pressing need to consider replacement in the near future.  He reported that Mr 
Barnard was researching the dedicated high-power charging and accommodation 
facilities that would be required for a fully electric bus and that no action will be taken 
to look further into buying or leasing such a bus unless and until we can be assured 
that the necessary infrastructure can be put in place. 
 
The Committee thanked Mr Barnard for his successful efforts in convincing our 
insurers that that it would be illegal for our drivers to undergo Enhanced DBS 
checks. He has also secured a rebate on this year’s insurance premiums by pointing 
out how little the bus ran last year and will do this year.  
 
3. Finances 
 

a. Investments.  The recommendation that the investment of circa £28K 

with the United Trust Bank which matures at the end of this month should be 
invested in a new account with the Cambridge & Counties Bank at 0.9% 



interest was approved unanimously.  Mrs Carmichael suggested that the 
surplus over £20K in our current account with the TSB should be added to this 
new investment.  This was agreed unanimously.   

 
b. Financial Procedures.  The draft outlining proposed financial 
procedures was not agreed.  It will be reviewed and re-tabled at the next 
meeting.   

 
4. Bus Report 
 

Mr Firth reported that on 19 May the bus will undergo a Safety Check and repairs to 
the brakes at Hughes Mercedes-Benz Aylesbury.  The bus will not be scheduled to 
run before then.  Mr Hudson has agreed to ensure that the Destination Board is fully 
serviceable before he moves from the area.  It was agreed that the air conditioning 
unit should be serviced.  Following the departure of Mr Hudson, assistance with 
refuelling will be required.  The Chairman offered to assist and will seek further help 
from current drivers.    
 
5. Service Re-launch 
 

The Chairman introduced the notes of a limited meeting held on 6th May and 
attached at Annex A.  He summarized key points as follows: 
 

 Proposed service restart date of June 28.  This will allow time to respond to 
any changes in Government advice following the relaxation of restrictions 
planned for 21 June.   

 

 Restart will only be possible if all legal limits on social distancing have been 
removed thereby allowing a full 6-day service to be run.   

 

 Mask wearing by passengers will be voluntary unless mandated by 
Government.  Spare masks will be made available on board the bus.  Mask 
wearing by drivers will be voluntary but encouraged if and when assisting 
passengers. 

 

 Hand sanitizer will be made available for use by passengers and drivers. 
 

 Drivers will clean “touch” surfaces at the end of each shift. 
 

 Currently, 28 drivers are “on the books” but it is not yet known how many will 
return to driving.  Two new volunteers have come forward but it may be 
necessary to ask drivers to find more volunteers.  A full MiDAS course will be 
required for new drivers and those existing drivers who are out of MiDAS 
currency.   

 

 Drivers bus and route re-familiarisation will take place in June.  The Chairman 
will select experienced drivers to supervise re-familiarisation and Mrs 
Goodchild has kindly agreed to coordinate this activity.   

 



 No restart date is yet proposed for outings and group use.  The situation to be 
reviewed monthly. 

 

 There will be a 2-stage marketing plan.  Stage 1 will include leaflet distribution 
to homes of existing passengers and along each route – drivers will be asked 
to assist.  There will be a new cover for the timetable and promotion in the 
High Street on 24 June and the Farmers Market on 19 June.  Stage 2 will take 
into account the results of restart and include advertisements in Chiltern View. 

 
There is still detail to be worked out but in principle the above was agreed 
unanimously.   
 
6. AOB    
 

The Chairman has a WEX fuel card and PIN from Mr Willett.  Mrs Carmichael asked 
for it to be returned to her. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.15pm.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


